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Although the tones of the lute may be featured,

When listening to them who shall be able to fathom their signiﬁcan(:e.52
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Who Shall be Able to Fathom the Significance of
the Zither Music? : The Zither Music of Ouyang
Xiu and the Ethos of Northern Song Dynasty
Literati

Shen Tung*

Ouyang Xiu, also known as the Old Drunkard, was a political and literary leader
in the Northern Song Dynasty. With artistic talents, he not only was a well-known
calligrapher but played seven string zither well. This article discusses the zither music
of Ouyang Xiu from three aspects. First, I will chronologically list his works related to
zither and further explain them. Second, through inductively analyzing the features of
these works, T will discuss his major participation in the activities about zither in order to
observe his thinking about zither and its development. Third, this article, through a wider
perspective, explores the origin of Ouyang’s thoughts about zither and also considers the
transformation of culture, from Tang to Song, to see what role Ouyang played in Northern
Song Dynasty zither culture. In addition, this article further brings Ouyang’s zither into
historical context, viewing how he, in the discussions and practices of zither, reflected the
collective ideology of intellectuals: that is, literati ethos in the Northern Song Dynasty.

Keywords: Ouyang Xiu Zither (seven string zither) significance of zither music
literati ethos of Northern Song
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